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Marks announces Republican bid for District 16 Senate
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Marks announces Republican bid for District 16 Senate
Bethesda resident pushes fiscal accountability in chase for Frosh's seat

by Andrew Ujifusa | Staff Writer
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Fiscal discipline is Meyer Marks' preferred medicine
for Maryland's budget woes as he gears up to run for
Maryland's District 16 Senate seat.

The Bethesda Republican, who ran in the GOP
primary for Maryland's District 8 in Congress, has
made getting the state's roughly $2 billion budget
deficit cleaned up a top priority of his campaign.

"I personally would not support any new legislation
that does not have any dedicated source of funding,"
Marks said in an interview with The Gazette.

A former finance director for the Arkansas
Republican Party and the founder of a government
relations firm, Meyer previously ran in the
Republican primary for Maryland's District 8 in the
U.S. Congress in 2008, coming in fifth of five
candidates with 5.9 percent of the vote.

District 16 is represented by Sen. Brian E. Frosh (D)
of Chevy Chase.

Marks said that for too long Maryland has lived by a
"tax and spend" philosophy that is no longer
sustainable. This philosophy has also stifled
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economic growth by diminishing Maryland's

attractiveness to existing businesses, according to

Marks, who cited a 2010 study by the Washington, D.C.-based Tax Foundation th
Maryland 45th out of the 50 states in terms of its business taxation climate.

To change this environment, Marks would support tax breaks and incentives for s
including a payroll tax holiday.

"We always seem to lose out to Virginia when it comes to attracting private indus
said Marks, 50, who earned a bachelor's degree in political science from the Univ:
Arkansas.

He has a similar approach to health care: Drawing on his experience as a health cz
government relations firm, Marks and Associates, he said reforming medical maly
allowing insurance carriers to sell across state lines would create changes for the t

Marks' major proposal for public safety is to pass legislation requiring criminals ¢
crimes to serve at least 85 percent of their sentences. He supports current funding
schools but says the environment should also be made friendlier to new charter sc

Despite Bethesda's reputation as a stronghold for the Democratic Party, Marks sai
Congress in 2008 in part to fight against the direction of the national Republican I
can attract moderate and independent voters.

"The main thing is having accountability," Marks said. "I'm there to represent eve
of their party affiliation."

-Residence: Bethesda
-Age: 50

-Party: Republican

-Education: University of

Central Arkansas,

Georgetown University

-Work Experience: Founder and President, Marks and Associates, a government relations firm; founder
EUSA Council, an NGO on trans-Atlantic relations

-Family: Divorced, no children

-Top Three Issues: Fiscal accountability, health care reform, public safety

-Campaign Funds: Has raised $2,000 since Feb. 15
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-Previous Political Experience: Elected State Committeeman for Republican Party of Arkansas, 1986; R
candidate for U.S. Congress in Maryland's District 8, 2008.

-Other Affiliations: Member, All Saints Episcopal Church, Chevy Chase; member, Chesapeake Bay Fou
American Political Science Association

-Web Site: www.marksformaryland.org
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